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IIT Madras is a campus of choice for 

high ranking JEE students 

 

  



Date: 5th May 2017 

Publication: The Economic Times  

Edition: Delhi/Pune/Chennai/Kochi/Ahmedabad/Bangalore 

Page no.: 16  

Journalist: Prachi Verma & Rica Bhattacharyya 

Professor: Prof. V Jagadeesh Kumar 

Headline: IITs Tweaking Seats for Programmes in Line with Demand 

URL: http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/services/education/iits-tweaking-seats-for-

programmes-in-line-with-demand/articleshow/58523440.cms 
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Date: 5th May 2017 

Publication: The Hindu  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 3  

Journalist: NA  

Headline: Carbon Zero Challenge for students 

 

 
  



Date: 8th May 2017 

Publication: The Times of India- Education Times   

Edition: Delhi  

Page no.: 3  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: Degree Upgrade 

 

 
  



Date: 9th May 2017 

Publication: The Economic Times  

Edition: Mumbai 

Page no.: 14 

Journalist: Prachi Verma & Rica Bhattacharyya 

Professor: Prof. V Jagadeesh Kumar 

Headline: IITs Tweaking Seats for Programmes in Line with Demand 

URL: http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/services/education/iits-tweaking-seats-for-

programmes-in-line-with-demand/articleshow/58523440.cms 
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Date: 10th May 2017 

Publication: ET Now  

Edition: Electronic  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Krishnan Balasubramanian 

Headline: IITs on global landscape: Views from IIT Delhi, Bombay, Madras 

 

 
 

  



Date: 10th May 2017 

Publication: Vistara   

Edition: Magazine  

Page no.: 18 

Journalist: NA  

Headline: IIT Madras Ranked the Best in India 

 

 
  



 Date: 11th May 2017 

Publication: The Times of India  

Edition: Kochi  

Page no.: 8  

Journalist: Manash Gohain  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT-Madras offers M Tech degree through remote learning 

 

 
  



Date: 12th May 2017 

Publication: The Times of India  

Edition: Delhi/Mumbai/Bangalore/Ahmedabad/Hyderabad/Chennai  

Page no.: 17  

Journalist: Manash Pratim Gohain 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: In a first, IIT Madras offers M Tech degree through remote learning 

URL: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/in-a-first-iit-madras-offers-m-tech-degree-

through-remote-learning/articleshow/58635722.cms 
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Date: 12th May 2017 

Publication: Business Insider  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras is offering M. Tech degree through distance learning 

URL: http://www.businessinsider.in/IIT-Madras-is-offering-M-Tech-degree-through-distance-

learning/articleshow/58641485.cms 

 

IIT Madras is offering M. Tech degree through distance learning 

 

Getting a degree from one of the most prestigious engineering colleges, and that too without attending 

classes in the campus, is about to become a reality.  

 

IIT Madras is now offering a M. Tech degree through distance learning process, a first of its kind initiative.  

 

In the first step, 31 M. Tech students have been recruited for the automobile sector who will not be 

physically present inside the campus and would rather complete their course from their workplace.  

 

The programme is set to be expanded to communication, information security and aerospace sectors as 

well.  

 

In the recent past, there has been a trend of user-oriented impact programmes, which are custom-made 

for corporate employees. Under these programmes, corporate companies sponsor the education of fresh 

graduates and employees. However, till now they are required spend a year in the campus.  

 

"The programme we are launching is M. Tech in automotive technology for the industry employees who 

wish to upgrade their qualification and skills. A part of the curriculum is common to what we teach at IIT, 

Madras, and a part if it will be tailored to their specific needs," said IIT-M Director Bhaskar Ramamurthi .  

 

The new programme would place a coordinator and classroom at the industry location, where evening 

classes would be conducted by IIT-M faculty till the end of the course.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.businessinsider.in/IIT-Madras-is-offering-M-Tech-degree-through-distance-learning/articleshow/58641485.cms
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Date: 17th May 2017  

Publication: Gadgets Now 

Edition: Online  

Journalist: Manash Pratim Gohain  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Headline: In a first, IIT Madras offers M Tech degree through remote learning 

URL: http://www.gadgetsnow.com/tech-news/in-a-first-iit-madras-offers-m-tech-degree-through-

remote-learning/articleshow/58638984.cms 

 

In a first, IIT Madras offers M Tech degree through remote learning 

 

You can now get an M Tech degree from Indian Institute of Technology (Madras) without being physically 

present on the campus and at your own pace. 

 

In a first of its kind initiative, IIT Madras has taken its teaching process out of the confines of the campus. 

It has recruited 31 M Tech students who will not have anything to do within the physical boundaries of 

the campus but will complete their course from their workplace. The first programme is for the 

automobile sector and the institute is planning to expand it to communication, information security and 

aerospace. 

 

User-oriented impact programmes, tailor-made for corporate employees, are in practice for some time 

now. Corporates sponsor fresh graduates as well as employees. 

 

However, till now they are required spend a year in the campus. "The programme we are launching is M 

Tech in automotive technology for the industry employees who wish to upgrade their qualification and 

skills. A part of the curriculum is common to what we teach at IIT, Madras, and a part if it will be tailored 

to their specific needs," said IIT-M Director Bhaskar Ramamurthy. 

  

http://www.gadgetsnow.com/tech-news/in-a-first-iit-madras-offers-m-tech-degree-through-remote-learning/articleshow/58638984.cms
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Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Samachar Kranti  

Edition: Kota  

Page no.: 6 

Journalist: NA  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras at the top 

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Kota Reporter   

Edition: Kota  

Page no.: 5 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras is making students skilled   

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Samachar Jagat   

Edition: Jaipur  

Page no.: 6 

Journalist: NA  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job, research and academics 

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Jaipur Ki Awaaz   

Edition: Jaipur  

Page no.: 2 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job, research and academics 

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Bureau Sandesh   

Edition: Jaipur  

Page no.: 2 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job, research and academics 

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Hukumnama Samachar   

Edition: Jaipur  

Page no.: 5 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job 

 

 
  



Date: 25th May 2017 

Publication: Dainik Navyatn    

Edition: Jaipur  

Page no.: 2 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job, research and academics 

 

 
  



Date: 28th May 2017  

Publication: Rastra Doot  

Edition: Kota  

Page no.: 9 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras offers great opportunities to students in terms of job, research and academics 

 

  



Date: 30th May 2017  

Publication: Kota Bureau  

Edition: Kota 

Page no.: 3 

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Headline: IIT Madras ahead in providing job opportunities 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

IIT Madras is a multi-cultural campus 
 

  



Date: 3rd May 2017  

Publication: The Hindu  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 20  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Headline: The IIT-Chemplast ground has a new name 

URL: http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-sports/the-iit-chemplast-ground-has-a-new-

name/article18366034.ece 
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Date: 3rd May 2017  

Publication: The New Indian Express  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 15  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Headline: Hub of cricket rechristened after leading light in golden jubilee celebrations 

URL: http://www.newindianexpress.com/sport/cricket/2017/may/03/hub-of-cricket-rechristened-after-

leading-light-in-golden-jubilee-celebrations-1600385.html 
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Date: 3rd May 2017  

Publication: The New Indian Express  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 4  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Headline: State-of-art ZLD lab at IIT 

URL: http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/may/03/state-of-art-zld-lab-at-iit-

1600356.html 
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Date: 3rd May 2017  

Publication: The Times of India  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 7   

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Stadium to be inaugurated at IIT-M 

 

 
  



Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: News X  

Edition: Electronic  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Chennai Wrap- stadium opened at IIT-Madras 

URL: http://www.newsx.com/video-gallery/159845-chennai-wrap-rk-nagar-bypoll-bribery-case-stadium-

opened-iit-madras 
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Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: DD Podhgai  

Edition: Electronic  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Prem Watsa inaugurates stadium at IIT Madras 

 

 
 

  



Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: Deccan Chronicle  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 5  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Renovated stadium at IIT-M inaugurated 

 

 
 

  



Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: Business Standard  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

URL: http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-

inaugurated-117050301170_1.html 

 

Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

 

The renovated stadium with a state-of-the-art synthetic track at IIT-Madras campus here was inaugurated 

today.  

 

The stadium is named "Manohar C Watsa Stadium" after the father of Prem Watsa, a 1971-batch Chemical 

Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, who inaugurated the stadium. 

 

Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, is one of the 150 alumni to be designated as a 

"Distinguished Alumnus" by the Institute.  

 

A press release said the track area is about 5,300 sq.M. With provisions for long jump, triple jump and a 

pole vault platform.  

 

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track.  

 

Facilities for other disciplines such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the 

inner bowl of the track, it said.  

 

In addition, the gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate with access to the 

differently-abled.  

 

The track has been awarded "Class II Athletic Facility Certification" by the International Association of 

Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

 

  

http://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-inaugurated-117050301170_1.html
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Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: India Education Diary  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Prem Watsa inaugurates stadium at IIT Madras 

URL: https://indiaeducationdiary.in/prem-watsa-inaugurates-stadium-iit-madras/ 

 

Prem Watsa inaugurates stadium at IIT Madras 

 

Chennai, May 03, 2017: Shri Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, inaugurated the 

Manohar C Watsa Stadium at the Indian Institute of Technology Madras during a function held here on 

Wednesday, May 03, 2017. A 1971-batch Chemical Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, Shri Prem Watsa 

is one of only 150 alumni to be designated as a “Distinguished Alumnus” by the Institute. 

 

Shri Prem Watsa’s generous contribution has enabled the Institute to renovate the Institute’s stadium 

and construct a state-of-the-art 400-meter 8-lane synthetic track in the stadium, in memory of his father 

Manohar C Watsa. 

 

The track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a pole vault platform. 

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track. 

Facilities for other sports such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the inner 

bowl of the track. 

 

In addition, the stadium spectators’ gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate 

with access for the differently abled. A walker pathway, with a width of 3m, has also been constructed 

along the periphery of the synthetic track. The track has been awarded with “Class II Athletic Facility 

Certification” by the International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

 

The inauguration comes in time for the 52nd Annual Inter-IIT Sports Meet, scheduled to be held on the 

IIT Madras campus during December 2017. It is worth noting that for nine consecutive years, from 1972 

to 1980, IIT Madras has won the General Championship, more often than any other IIT. 

 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, recalled that during 

his time at IIT-Madras, the sports team unexpectedly won the Inter-IIT Sports Meet. And when he returned 

to IIT-Madras campus about nine years later, he had learned that IIT-Madras had not lost even once in 

that nine-year period. He told the students to win the Inter-IIT again this year and “make Prof. Bhaskar 

more proud that he already is.” He also added the five years he spent at IIT-Madras were the best years 

of his life. 

 

Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director of the Indian Institute of Technology Madras, pointed out that Shri 

Prem Watsa was the Sports Secretary in 1971. 

 

https://indiaeducationdiary.in/prem-watsa-inaugurates-stadium-iit-madras/


Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director of the Indian Institute of Technology 

Madras, said “Our students have benefitted greatly from Mr. Prem Watsa’s generosity, and this stadium 

with its world-class facilities is one more example of his munificence. We are grateful to him. We are 

proud of his accomplishments and our students consider him a role model.” 

 

Commenting on IIT Madras’ success over the years, and the role the renovated Stadium will play in future 

years, Prof. Santhosh, Faculty Advisor-Sports, IIT Madras, mentioned that “This synthetic track will provide 

a unique experience for the athletes of our institute as well as the those from other IITs, and we expect a 

few records to be broken during this year’s Inter IIT Sports meet at IIT Madras”. 

 

Prof. Ligy Philip, Chairperson of the Engineering Unit, IIT Madras, expressed pride in how the Stadium had 

turned out, observing that “the track and associated facilities were developed on par with international 

standards in the midst of forest cover. The development was made in such a way as to not hinder the 

movement of wildlife on campus.” 

 

Prof. R Nagarajan, Dean of International and Alumni Relations, IIT Madras, welcomed the benevolent 

gesture by Shri Prem Watsa as another instance of an alumnus reconnecting with a personal touch. “Prem 

was a sportsman in his time as a student, and this reflects his desire to give back in a way that resonated 

with him. He was the Sports Secretary of Jamuna Hostel, and also later the Institute Sports Secretary. He 

used to play hockey for the institute, and also quite a lot of table tennis. In fact, IIT Madras started winning 

the Inter-IIT trophy during his tenure as the Institute Sports Secretary. So, this is something very special 

to him and to the Institute.” 

 

  



Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: DT Next  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 3  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Stadium at IIT-Madras renovated 

 

 
 

  



Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: India Today  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

URL: http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-inaugurated/1/944892.html 

 

Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

 

Chennai, May 3 (PTI) The renovated stadium with a state-of-the-art synthetic track at IIT-Madras campus 

here was inaugurated today. 

The stadium is named "Manohar C Watsa Stadium" after the father of Prem Watsa, a 1971-batch Chemical 

Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, who inaugurated the stadium. 

Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, is one of the 150 alumni to be designated as a 

"Distinguished Alumnus" by the Institute. 

A press release said the track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a 

pole vault platform. 

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track. 

Facilities for other disciplines such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the 

inner bowl of the track, it said. 

In addition, the gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate with access to the 

differently-abled. 

The track has been awarded "Class II Athletic Facility Certification" by the International Association of 

Athletic Federations (IAAF). PTI SS ROH  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-inaugurated/1/944892.html


Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: The Times of India  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: Rachel Chitra 

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: New stadium opened at IIT-Madras 

URL: http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/new-stadium-opened-at-iit-

madras/articleshow/58499718.cms 

 

New stadium opened at IIT-Madras 

 

CHENNAI: Fairfax Holdings chairman Prem Watsa inaugurated the Manohar C Watsa Stadium at IIT-

Madras on Wednesday. 

 

"I was a very keen sportsman during my student days. It really was a great source of pride for me that IIT-

Madras started winning the inter-IIT trophy during my tenure as sports secretary. I was the first sports 

secretary of Jamuna Hostel and later of the whole institute. Apart from hockey, I was also pretty keen on 

table tennis," said Watsa, a 1971-batch chemical engineering graduate from IIT-M. 

 

Prem Watsa, who is one of the 150 alumni to be designated as a "distinguished alumnus" by the institute, 

has helped renovate the institute's stadium for 400-meter, 8-lane synthetic track in memory of his father 

Manohar C Watsa. 

 

The track area is around 5,300 sqaure metre with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a pole vault 

platform. Two warm-up practice steps have also been constructed adjacent to the track and facilities for 

other sports such as shot put, football and cricket have been provided inside the inner bowl of the track. 

In addition, the spectators' gallery has been renovated with a new flooring and an entrance gate with 

access for the differently-abled. A walker pathway, with a width of 3m, has also been constructed along 

the periphery of the synthetic track. 

 

The track has been awarded with "Class II Athletic Facility Certification" by the International Association 

of Athletic Federations (IAAF) and will not hinder movement of wildlife on campus. 

 

"The inauguration comes in time for the 52nd Annual Inter-IIT Sports Meet, scheduled to be held on the 

IIT-Madras campus during December 2017. It is worth noting that for nine consecutive years from 1972 

to 1980, IIT-Madras has won the general championship more than any other IIT," said Bhaskar 

Ramamurthi, director, IIT-M. 

 

  

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/new-stadium-opened-at-iit-madras/articleshow/58499718.cms
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Date: 4th May 2017 

Publication: Andhra Prabha (clip attached) 

Edition: Hyderabad  

Page no.: 6  

Journalist: NA 

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Prem Watsa, started the new stadium of IIT-Madras 

 

 
 

  



Date: 5th May 2017 

Publication: India.com  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

URL: http://www.india.com/news/agencies/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-inaugurated-2095656/ 

 

Renovated stadium at IIT-Madras inaugurated 

 

Chennai, May 3 (PTI) The renovated stadium with a state-of-the-art synthetic track at IIT-Madras campus 

here was inaugurated today. 

 

The stadium is named “Manohar C Watsa Stadium” after the father of Prem Watsa, a 1971-batch Chemical 

Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, who inaugurated the stadium. 

 

Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, is one of the 150 alumni to be designated as a 

“Distinguished Alumnus” by the Institute. 

 

A press release said the track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a 

pole vault platform. 

 

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track. 

Facilities for other disciplines such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the 

inner bowl of the track, it said. 

 

In addition, the gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate with access to the 

differently-abled. 

 

The track has been awarded “Class II Athletic Facility Certification” by the International Association of 

Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

 

  

http://www.india.com/news/agencies/renovated-stadium-at-iit-madras-inaugurated-2095656/


Date: 5th May 2017 

Publication: Kalvimalar  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: IIT-Madras gets synthetic track 

URL: http://kalvimalar.dinamalar.com/news-details.asp?id=23963&cat=1 

 

IIT-Madras gets synthetic track 

 

Chennai: The renovated stadium with a state-of-the-art synthetic track at IIT-Madras campus here was 

inaugurated today. 

  

The stadium is named "Manohar C Watsa Stadium" after the father of Prem Watsa, a 1971-batch Chemical 

Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, who inaugurated the stadium. 

  

Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, is one of the 150 alumni to be designated as a 

"Distinguished Alumnus" by the Institute. 

  

A press release said the track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a 

pole vault platform. 

  

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track. 

  

Facilities for other disciplines such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the 

inner bowl of the track, it said. 

  

In addition, the gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate with access to the 

differently-abled. 

  

The track has been awarded "Class II Athletic Facility Certification" by the International Association of 

Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

 

  

http://kalvimalar.dinamalar.com/news-details.asp?id=23963&cat=1


Date: 5th May 2017 

Publication: Chennai Online  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: NA  

Professor: Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi  

Alumni: Mr. Prem Watsa 

Headline: Chennai Gets All New 'World Class' Stadium 
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Chennai Gets All New 'World Class' Stadium 

 

Chennai, May 4: Shri Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, inaugurated the Manohar C 

Watsa Stadium at the Indian Institute of Technology Madras during a function held here on Wednesday, 

May 03, 2017. A 1971-batch Chemical Engineering graduate of IIT Madras, Shri Prem Watsa is one of only 

150 alumni to be designated as a “Distinguished Alumnus” by the Institute. 

 

Shri Prem Watsa’s generous contribution has enabled the Institute to renovate the Institute’s stadium 

and construct a state-of-the-art 400-meter 8-lane synthetic track in the stadium, in memory of his father 

Manohar C Watsa. 

 

The track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with provisions for long jump, triple jump and a pole vault platform. 

Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track.  

Facilities for other sports such as shot-put, football, and cricket have also been provided inside the inner 

bowl of the track.  

 

In addition, the stadium spectators’ gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate 

with access for the differently abled.  A walker pathway, with a width of 3m, has also been constructed 

along the periphery of the synthetic track. The track has been awarded with “Class II Athletic Facility 

Certification” by the International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

 

The inauguration comes in time for the 52nd Annual Inter-IIT Sports Meet, scheduled to be held on the 

IIT Madras campus during December 2017. It is worth noting that for nine consecutive years, from 1972 

to 1980, IIT Madras has won the General Championship,  more often than any other IIT. 

 

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, recalled that during 

his time at IIT-Madras, the sports team unexpectedly won the Inter-IIT Sports Meet. And when he returned 

to IIT-Madras campus about nine years later, he had learned that IIT-Madras had not lost even once in 

that nine-year period. He told the students to win the Inter-IIT again this year and "make Prof. Bhaskar 

more proud that he already is." He also added the five years he spent at IIT-Madras were the best years 

of his life.  

 

Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director of the Indian Institute of Technology Madras, pointed out that Shri 

Prem Watsa was the Sports Secretary in 1971. 

 

http://chennaionline.com/article/chennai-gets-all-new-world-class-stadium


Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director of the Indian Institute of Technology 

Madras, said “Our students have benefitted greatly from Mr. Prem Watsa’s generosity, and this stadium 

with its world-class facilities is one more example of his munificence. We are grateful to him. We are 

proud of his accomplishments and our students consider him a role model.” 

 

Commenting on IIT Madras’ success over the years, and the role the renovated Stadium will play in future 

years, Prof. Santhosh, Faculty Advisor-Sports, IIT Madras, mentioned that “This synthetic track will provide 

a unique experience for the athletes of our institute as well as the those from other IITs, and we expect a 

few records to be broken during this year’s Inter IIT Sports meet at IIT Madras”. 

 

Prof. Ligy Philip, Chairperson of the Engineering Unit, IIT Madras, expressed pride in how the Stadium had 

turned out, observing that “the track and associated facilities were developed on par with international 

standards in the midst of forest cover. The development was made in such a way as to not hinder the 

movement of wildlife on campus.” 

 

Prof. R Nagarajan, Dean of International and Alumni Relations, IIT Madras, welcomed the benevolent 

gesture by Shri Prem Watsa as another instance of an alumnus reconnecting with a personal touch. “Prem 

was a sportsman in his time as a student, and this reflects his desire to give back in a way that resonated 

with him. He was the Sports Secretary of Jamuna Hostel, and also later the Institute Sports Secretary. He 

used to play hockey for the institute, and also quite a lot of table tennis. In fact, IIT Madras started winning 

the Inter-IIT trophy during his tenure as the Institute Sports Secretary. So, this is something very special 

to him and to the Institute.” 
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IIT Madras opens its new renovated stadium 

 

A new renovated stadium opened at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras has opened its renovated 

campus on May 3, 2017. Prem Watsa, Chairman of Fairfax Financial Holdings, inaugurated the Manohar C 

Watsa Stadium, named after his father, at the IIT Madras campus. 

 

According to the institute, Watsa’s contribution enabled IIT Madras to renovate the institute’s stadium 

and construct a 400-meter, 8-lane synthetic track in the stadium. The track area is about 5,300 sq.m. with 

provisions for long jump, triple jump and a pole vault platform. Two warm-up practice steps of size 20 x 

2.4 x 1.8 m have also been constructed adjacent to the track. Facilities for other sports such as shot-put, 

football, and cricket have also been provided inside the inner bowl of the track. 

 

In addition, the stadium spectators’ gallery has been renovated with new flooring and an entrance gate 

with access for the differently abled. A walker pathway, with a width of 3m, has also been constructed 

along the periphery of the synthetic track. The track has been awarded with “Class II Athletic Facility 

Certification” by the International Association of Athletic Federations (IAAF). 

  

Speaking on the occasion, Watsa recalled, “The five years I spent at IIT-Madras were the best years of his 

life.” He added that during his time at IIT-Madras, the sports team unexpectedly won the Inter-IIT Sports 

Meet. And when he returned to IIT-Madras campus about nine years later, he had learned that IIT-Madras 

had not lost even once in that nine-year period. He motivated the students to win the Inter-IIT again this 

year. " 

  

The 52nd Annual Inter-IIT Sports Meet is scheduled to be held in Madras campus in December, 2017. 

  

On behalf of IIT Madras, Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Director said “Our students have benefitted greatly 

from Mr. Prem Watsa’s generosity, and this stadium with its world-class facilities is one more example of 

his munificence. We are grateful to him. We are proud of his accomplishments and our students consider 

him a role model.” 
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India’s Juice Power Moves Forward with Solar Microgrids Program 

 

Renewable and hybrid energy mini and microgrids are playing a growing role in expanding sustainable 

energy access across the Indian subcontinent. A June 2016 draft proposal from India’s Ministry of New 

and Renewable (MNRE) included a target of installing 10,000 or more clean energy microgrids nationwide, 

part and parcel of a broader based goal calling for renewables to supply 40 percent of electric power 

generation capacity by 2030. 

 

Indian and foreign-owned microgrid industry players are keen to capitalize on supportive government 

policy framework. That list includes Italy’s TerniEnergia, which announced it has signed a contract with 

India’s Juice Power to build the first of three smart grid-connected renewable energy microgrids the latter 

intends to build in Bangalore, Calcutta and Mumbai. 

 

The microgrid design, engineering and construction contract is preparatory to a US$10 million EPC 

framework agreement (Engineering, Procurement and Construction) the two parties signed at the end of 

December. That agreement entails engineering and construction of renewable energy generation plants 

and associated energy management infrastructure, TerniEnergia explains in a press release. 

 

Italy’s TerniEnergia 

 

The renewable energy microgrid TerniEnergia is to build for Juice Power is to include 3.5 megawatts (MW) 

of solar PV generation capacity, as well as energy storage and smart grid management systems at a cost 

of around US$3 million. More broadly, the three solar-storage microgrids Juice Power intends to deploy 

are to be located on-site at industrial and wholesale distribution facilities in the automotive, tobacco and 

logistics sectors. 

 

TerniEnergia launched its solar PV development business in Sept. 2005, then proceeded to expand and 

diversify via a series of mergers and acquisitions. A separate environmental management company, 

TerniGreen was established in June 2010. The two merged in 2012. 

 

TerniEnergia management moved on and acquired Free Energia, a developer and vendor of intelligent 

energy management systems, in Oct. 2014. A merger with Lucas Alternative Energies followed in March 

2015 and the new company began construction of two utility-scale solar power plants in South Africa one 

month later. 

 

http://microgridmedia.com/indias-juice-power-moves-forward-solar-microgrids-program/


Management then diversified further, entering the dual-fuel market with the acquisition of New Gas Trade 

and incorporation of TerniEnergia Gas & Power in Nov. 2015. Most recently, TerniEnergia expanded into 

the energy efficiency market with the acquisition of Greenled Industry, a vendor of LED lamps and lighting. 

All told, TerniEnergia had a market presence in Athens, Bucharest, Crackow, London, Cape Town and 

Johannesburg, as well as Milan and Rome, as of Dec. 2016. 

 

The Expanding Market for Renewable Microgrids 

 

The Italian diversified “green” energy company faces some stiff competition in India and other countries 

where distributed renewable energy is on the rise. The world’s largest power and energy engineering 

multinationals are eager to gain substantial shares in these markets. ABB is one among them. 

 

In November, ABB and IIT Madras, part of India’s premier national engineering college, announced they 

were joining forces to develop an intelligent, adaptive power management platform capable of integrating 

and managing multiple local microgrids, both off- and on-grid. Some 50 percent of the renewable energy 

generated in India passes through ABB equipment, management pointed out recently. 

 

Furthermore, ABB has built more than 30 microgrids worldwide. In addition, it’s in the midst of installing 

microgrids globally across its own manufacturing facilities. 
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BIT Institute of Technology signs MoU with IIT-Madras 

 

Hindupur: BIT Institute of Technology (BITIT) here on Saturday entered into a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with IIT-Madras. The IIT professors will train students of BITIT in more than 20 

Quality Enhancement in Engineering Education (QEEE) courses. 

 

Accordingly, online tests will be conducted twice a semester. As many as 315 students were awarded 

certificates for excelling in the tests. College Chairman Chandra Mohan distributed the certificates to the 

students at a programme held at the college campus on Saturday. College Principal and staff appreciated 

the students. 
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IIT Madras Selected for IEEE ‘Spectrum’ Award for Development of Solar Micro Grid Technology 

 

The Indian Institute of Technology in Madras has been selected by the Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers for its IEEE ‘Spectrum Technology in the Service of Society’ Award. 

 

The award, among two IEEE Spectrum Magazine awards announced — SpaceX was honored with the IEEE 

‘Spectrum Emerging Technology’ Award — was given to IIT Madras for the development of solar DC micro 

grid technology, which team is led by Prof. Ashok Jhunjhunwala. 

 

The IEEE awards are given in recognition for outstanding contributions to the advancement of the theory 

and practice of electrical, electronics, communications, environmental and safety technologies, computer 

science and engineering, engineering education, as well as the allied branches of engineering and the 

related arts and sciences and technologies and their application. 

 

IIT Madras, in conjunction with industrial partners, relies on solar-powered direct current micro grids. For 

homes not connected to the grid, a 125-watt micro grid can serve as the sole source of electricity, IEEE, 

which is headquartered in New York, said. 

 

For connected households, the micro grid acts as a backup power supply to let lighting and essential 

appliances continue operating even during brownouts, it added. 

 

IIT Madras began field testing the DC micro grid systems in 2014. The grid will enable homes to be fitted 

with energy-efficient DC devices such as LED bulbs, television, cellphone chargers and brushless DC motor-

based fans, which are designed by IIT Madras, the institute said. 

 

To date, thousands of Indian villages remain in the dark. The micro grids serve as a solution to power the 

villages. 

 

The low-maintenance micro grid can potentially eliminate dependence on expensive diesel fuel and the 

grid, IEEE said. 

 

With funding from India's Ministry of Power, IIT Madras has two large-scale projects under way that will 

reach more than 100,000 households. 
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IIT Madras, SpaceX and 19 other award winners will be recognized at the 2017 IEEE Summit and Honors 

Ceremony in San Francisco, Calif., May 25. 
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Looking at light to explore superconductivity in boron-diamond films 

 

More than a decade ago, researchers discovered that when they added boron to the carbon structure of 

diamond, the combination was superconductive. Since then, growing interest has been generated in 

understanding these superconducting properties. 

 

With this interest, a research group in India focused on a Fano resonance in a heavily boron-doped 

diamond (BDD) that involves the vibrational mode of diamond. The researchers, from the Indian Institute 

of Technology Madras, report their findings this week in Applied Physics Letters. 

 

In probing the vibrational properties of BDD films, the researchers used Raman scattering and presented 

a comprehensive analysis of the Fano effect as a function of boron concentration and the excitation 

frequency used in the Raman measurement. 

 

Fano Effect 

The Fano resonance in a diamond can be seen in Raman scattering, which is a resonant scattering of light 

that involves an incident photon interacting with a vibrational mode of the diamond and in the process 

shifting the photon energy, and therefore its frequency, up or down by the energy of the vibrational mode. 

Interference between scattering from a discrete transition like the zone center vibrational mode in 

diamond, and that from a continuum background resulting from the boron-induced impurity band, 

produces an asymmetric-shaped signal known as a Fano resonance. 

 

"Fano parameterization is a well-thought-out experiment by us to understand the nature of impurity band 

evolution with boron doping that leads to superconductivity in diamond," said Ramachandra Rao, a co-

author of the paper. "Our objective was to gain a deeper understanding of the interaction of light with 

the impurity band by varying the boron concentrations in diamond films and also by using various laser 

excitations." 

 

"An increase in boron concentrations increases the impurity bandwidth," said Dinesh Kumar, the paper's 

first author. "The Fano resonance is sensitive to modification in the impurity bandwidth brought about by 

the increased boron concentration in BDD." 

 

The group looked closely at the interaction, systematically studying heavily doped samples in the 

semiconducting and superconducting regimes using ultraviolet and visible wavelengths of the laser 

excitation sources for the Raman measurement. 

 

https://phys.org/news/2017-05-explore-superconductivity-boron-diamond.html


The asymmetric Fano line shape revealed that the phase shift in diamond undergoes a remarkable change 

that can be tuned either by the impurity bandwidth or by the scattering frequency. 

 

Reaching a Higher Temperature 

The researchers also wanted to gain better understanding of the relationship between the doping and 

superconductivity to learn how the superconducting transition temperature in BDD can be increased. 

Superconductors offer no electrical resistance to the flow of current. To reach this state, however, the 

materials must typically be in extremely cold temperatures, close to absolute zero. Over the last 10 years 

the superconducting transition temperature in diamond has increased and is now near 10 kelvins (or 

about -263 degrees Celsius). This is much less than the theoretically predicted value of 55 K. 

 

While 55 K is still too low for practical applications, understanding why BDD's transition temperature is so 

far below the theoretical limit may provide insights into how to improve the transition temperatures of 

other superconductors. Increasing the temperature in BDD remains a problem in the doping process, 

during which researchers inadvertently damage the structure of the diamond lattice. 

 

"Due to heavy boron doping, the diamond lattice undergoes a complex transformation resulting in an 

increase in the disorder of the system, which is detrimental to the superconducting properties. We have 

explored this problem at length by tuning the boron concentration in the present study," Rao said. 
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President Presents National Technology Awards 

 

President, Pranab Mukherjee, on Thursday presented the national awards for excellence in technology to 

mark the 19th National Technology Day. 

 

The award winners included Prof Phani Kumar Pullela of CMR Institute of Technology, Bengaluru and Dr. 

Soma Guhathakurta, Adjunct Professor in the Department of Engineering Design at the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Chennai, and Director (Bioengineering), Messrs Synkromax Biotech of Chennai. 

 

The two got their awards for being the best in biotechnology products and process development and 

commercialization. Prof. Pullela got it for his development of a new cost-effective method for molecular 

diagnosis of infectious diseases and Dr. Guhathurta for developing an indigenous pericardial patch 

scaffold, which is a lifesaving implant for critical cardiovascular patients. 

 

The other award winners included Numaligarh Refineries Limited, Guwahati, Indian Institute of 

Petroleum, Dehradun and Engineers India Limited, New Delhi, for successfully commercialising indigenous 

technology in the public sector, and Vikarsh Nanotechnology and Alloys, Pune, and Pluss Advanced 

Technologies, Gurugram for being successful in commercialization of technology among Medium, Small 

and Micro Enterprises. 

Further, Amrita Technology Business Incubator, Kollam, Kerala got the award for being the best 

technology business incubator and IITM Incubation Cell, Chennai got the award for being the best 

emerging technology business incubator. 

 

Bellarix Aerospace, Mysore, Padmaseetha Technologies, Chennai, and Nanoclean Global, Gurugram, were 

chosen as the best start-up companies and an NGO from Dehradun, Himalayan Environmental Studies 

and Conservation Organisation got the award for using biotechnology for social development. 
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This is how a clutch of scientists around the country are working to decode cancer 

 

The molecular modelling lab of D Sundar in IIT-Delhi does not have fancy gadgets and apparatuses. His 

students work mostly on computer simulations, mapping the mechanism by which ashwagandha, an 

ayurvedic herb native to India, can be a potential candidate for treating cancer. The findings of his lab are 

“transported” to their collaborators in Japan where test tube experiments are done for further validation.  

 

Sundar and his team have been, for the past decade, trying to decode the mechanism by which 

ashwagandha can kill aggressive cancer cells. Their findings were recently published in the journal Cell 

Death and Disease of the Nature Publishing Group. The study recommended that bioactives from 

ashwagandha can be candidates for further research and development of new drugs for cancer treatment.  

 

“Experiments have revealed that both alcoholic and water extracts from the ashwagandha leaves possess 

considerable anti-cancer activity. We adopted bioinformatics approaches at IIT-Delhi to resolve the 

protein targets and their mechanism of action and are convinced that such an approach on other herbs 

has tremendous potential for drug discovery for cancer prevention and treatment,” said Sundar, a DuPont 

young professor in the department of biochemical engineering and biotechnology (DoBEB) at IIT Delhi.  

 

Welcome to the multi-disciplinary research platform where scientists from different labs in the country 

are unfolding the enigma behind cell proliferation and demystifying the science behind cancer formation.  

 

The experimental canvas of these scientists is vast — from fleshing out new therapeutic targets to 

identifying potential candidates for cancer drugs to improved methods for early detection. All these 

experiments have a common goal: to find ways to defeat the deadly army of cells.  
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Finally, A Made-In-India Heart Patch For Critical Cardiovascular Patients 

 

Her grit to quit practice as a cardiovascular surgeon and take to research instead, at age 50, had Soma 

Guhathakurta joining the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras, for a PhD. She wished to develop a 

human-heart valve. 

 

But on the suggestion of her adviser Venkatesh Balasubramanian, Head of Rehabilitation Bioengineering 

Group, she took up the task of developing a bio-material for valves. The result is India’s first tissue-

engineered pericardial patch developed from the sack of a buffalo’s heart. 

 

A decade after she earned her PhD for a dissertation on a bio-material derived from bovine pericardium, 

her efforts have resulted in the development of ‘SynkroScaff’, a bovine pericardial patch for critical 

cardiovascular patients. “Till this research, the patch was imported and was expensive. However, we 

ensured the patch is available at half the cost,” she said, as reported by Te Raja Simhan in the Hindu 

Business Line. 

 

The patch, unlike other interventional measures, integrates with the human body and functions as its own 

tissue. It is said to be better than imported bio-materials, which are not just expensive as not easily 

available but also toxic owing to the processing and preservatives used. 

 

“Our invention is India’s first import-substitute, biomedical device [application wise],” said Guhathakurta, 

who was also awarded the National Award for excellence in technology by President Pranab Mukherjee 

earlier this month. 
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State achieved major breakthrough in solar power: AP CM 

 

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu today said that Andhra Pradesh achieved a major 

breakthrough in the solar power sector and he is keen on holding an international conference with major 

energy storage chain players, who can provide game changing innovative solutions for solar storage. 

Holding a review meeting on the progress of Amaravati project here, the Chief Minister said that India is 

blessed with abundant sunshine throughout its varied masses. However, India has not still recognised the 

full potential of the solar power.He underlined that there is an urgent need to take up studies in advance 

solar energy storage technologies, which would ultimately pull down prices of solar power. "If solar energy 

is available for less than Rs.2, it's a major breakthrough for India," Mr Naidu said. India will become a 

manufacturing hub for the world if we achieve a breakthrough in storage of solar power, he added.The 

Chief Minister held detailed discussion on advance power storage technologies. It was suggested that 

Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of 

Technology, Madras, be contacted as he is using solar-DC innovation, to decentralised solar power by 

2030 in India and his aim is see that India gets 50 per cent of its peak power from solar. The Chief Minister 

said that the Energy University in Ananatapur will start operating from this year and the varsity will offer 

specialised courses in power technologies.UNI DP RJ 2251 

 

  

http://news.webindia123.com/news/Articles/India/20170517/3109586.html


Date: 19th May 2017 

Publication: The New Indian Express  

Edition: Chennai  

Page no.: 2 

Journalist: C Shivakumar  

Headline: State preparing plan to build 8.03 lakh affordable homes for urban poor 

URL: http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/may/19/tamil-nadu-preparing-plan-

to-build-803-lakh-affordable-homes-for-urban-poor-1606431.html 

 

 
 

  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/may/19/tamil-nadu-preparing-plan-to-build-803-lakh-affordable-homes-for-urban-poor-1606431.html
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2017/may/19/tamil-nadu-preparing-plan-to-build-803-lakh-affordable-homes-for-urban-poor-1606431.html


Date: 20th May 2017 

Publication: Construction World  

Edition: Magazine  

Page no.: 77  

Journalist: (Authored article by Prof. Ravindra Gettu & Dr Moghul Sirajuddin)   

Professor: Prof. Ravindra Gettu  

Alumni: Dr Moghul Sirajuddin   

Headline: Mitigating Concrete Cracks 

 

 
  



 



 



Date: 20th May 2017 

Publication: The New Indian Express  

Edition: Chennai   

Page no.: 3  

Journalist: NA 

Headline: Govt might build houses for poor using gypsum tech 

 

 
  



Date: 21st May 2017  

Publication: The Hindu  

Edition: Delhi/Mumbai/Bangalore/Hyderabad/Chennai/Kolkata/Kochi  

Page no.: 14 

Journalist: Shubashree Desikan 

Professor: Prof. Sumesh Thampi 

Headline: The mechanics of programmed cell death unravelled 

URL: http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/the-mechanics-of-programmed-cell-death-

unravelled/article18508955.ece 

 

 
 

 

  

http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/the-mechanics-of-programmed-cell-death-unravelled/article18508955.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/the-mechanics-of-programmed-cell-death-unravelled/article18508955.ece


Date: 26th May 2017  

Publication: The Economic Times  

Edition: Pune/Hyderabad/Kolkata/Delhi/Mumbai/Bangalore/Chennai/Ahmedabad 

Page no.: 13 

Journalist: Sarita Singh 

Professor: Prof. Ashok Jhunjhunwala 

Headline: Made in IIT solar plant powers thousands of rural homes  

URL:http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/58848114.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&

utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst 

 

 
 

  

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/58848114.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/articleshow/58848114.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst


Date: 27th May 2017 

Publication: Business Insider  

Edition: Online  

Journalist: Anushree Singh  

Headline: This made-in-IIT solar plant is illuminating thousands of rural homes in India 

URL: http://www.businessinsider.in/This-made-in-IIT-solar-plant-is-illuminating-thousands-of-rural-

homes-in-India/articleshow/58858087.cms 

 

This made-in-IIT solar plant is illuminating thousands of rural homes in India 

 

You may not be victim to any more power cuts and could even halve your electricity bill, thanks to IIT 

Madras' new solar rooftop installation.  

 

It's both smaller and cheaper than present installations. Priced at Rs 20,000, it can run tubelights, fans, 

charging points and a TV. If you go for a higher model, it will be able to run all essential load except washing 

machine and air conditioners.  

 

As a part of CSR and government sponsorship, the rooftop plant has been installed in 15,000 rural homes. 

It was successful in facing a three-day power cut during Chennai floods in December 2015.  

 

Now, to install a rooftop of the present technology, a middle-class family would require 1kWh solar 

rooftop and storage costing about Rs 1.2 lakh and a space of about 100 sq ft.  

 

On Thursday, the solar power system was recognised by The Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers (IEEE), New York, as 'Technology of the year 2017 in the service of humanity'.  

 

The solar inverterless DC system is cost and energy-efficient as unlike other solar power systems, it does 

not convert direct current produced by a solar installation into alternate current.  

 

The system comes with a full DC wiring. Each time a unit of AC is converted into DC, there is a 15 per cent 

loss of energy. A DC system is 2.5 times more efficient than the AC system and hence requires lesser space. 

While a 125W rooftop solar, a 0.5kWh lead acid DC battery, and few DC electrical appliances will cost 

approximately Rs 20,000, a basic 500W solar power and 3 kWh lead acid storage will cost a bit over Rs 

40,000 without taxes.  

 

It is believed that a solar-DC microgrid can help break the logjam that the domestic power supply currently 

faces in India. Even as its a great start, data with REC shows that about four crore households are yet to 

be electrified in India. 
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Government plans to setup 7 new research parks to bolster R&D for startups 

 

Keeping in line with the initiative that the GOI has taken up to boost the Indian startup scene, in a fresh 

line of events, the system is all set to fulfil its promise of setting up of seven new Research Parks modelled 

on the Research Park set up at IIT Madras. The Government said that the new Research Parks in institutes 

will be set up with an initial investment of about $15.4 Mn (INR 100 Cr) each. 

 

These research parks would propel innovation through incubation and joint R&D efforts between 

academia and the industry. The proposed parks will be up at IIT Guwahati, IIT Hyderabad, IIT Kanpur, IIT 

Kharagpur, IISc Bangalore, IIT Gandhinagar, and IIT Delhi. 

 

The IIT Madras Research Park has agreed to enable companies with a research focus to base themselves 

in the Park and leverage the academic expertise of IIT Madras. It leverages best practices from globally 

successful Research Parks such as Stanford, MIT, and Cambridge.      

 

The centre at IIT Kharagpur is already under construction. The Research Park at IIT Gandhinagar is being 

set up by the DST which has sanctioned about $13.8 Mn (INR 90 Cr) and disbursed an initial instalment of 

about $6 Mn (INR 40 Cr). The remaining five are being set up by the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development (MHRD) and DST at IIT Guwahati, IIT Hyderabad, IIT Kanpur, IIT Delhi, and IISc Bangalore. 
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Greenvironment Innovation & Marketing India wins Grand Challenges – Karnataka 

 

Chennai: Greenvironment Innovation & Marketing India (P) Ltd., an IIT Madras incubated company, has 

recently won the ‘Grand Challenges – Karnataka’ for their product- Real Time Monitoring & 

Troubleshooting system for Water & Wastewater Management. 

 

The Real Time Monitoring [RTM] system is part of Operation & Maintenance of fresh & recycled water 

treatment plants through which the customers achieve assured ROI & life cycle support on their water 

utilities investments. RTM is an IoT based solution that communicates data in the form of efficiency 

metrics of water & wastewater treatment plants and gives alerts/insights to the plant manager to take 

timely action–or act before issue arises. 

 

Grand Challenges is a joint initiative by Karnataka State Biotechnology and Information Technology 

departments and IKP Knowledge Park under the newly launched Start-up Policy of the government, to 

scout for new technologies or innovations that can offer solutions to some of the longstanding issues 

pertaining to the state of Karnataka. From among 24 participants, Greenvironment was one of the 3 

companies selected to “build a Real Time Quality & Quantity Monitoring System for Water & Sewage 

Management in the city of Bengaluru”. 

 

Starting from May 2017 the RTM system is being tested and proved in different sites of Sewage discharge 

and will continue for 6 months. Greenvironment has received a grant-in-aid of Rs 10 lakh for the pilot 

study. The first RTM system has been installed for a 7 lakh litres/day capacity sewage treatment plant at 

Purva Riviera, Marathahalli, Bengaluru. By July, the RTM systems will be installed at 3 additional sites in 

Bengaluru city. 

 

Speaking about the innovation, Mr. Varun Sridharan, Director and Founder, Greenvironment Innovation 

& Marketing India (P) Ltd. said, “If we manage our sewage/effluent treatment plants efficiently and 

discharge the treated water, we will be able to see sufficient clean water in our water bodies throughout 

the year, Greenvironment’s smart technology capabilities can make people aware of the benefits and 

importance of recycling and reuse of wastewater”. 

 

About Real Time Monitoring [RTM]: Small scale decentralised wastewater treatment systems especially 

for residential, commercial buildings and industries show a large fluctuation in their influent water quality 

loading and, therefore, they require an efficient operation for treatment of organic matter, solids other 

impurities. However, the requirements to lower running costs, most of the treatment systems are being 

forced to operate with a minimum number of unskilled operators. It is too costly for customers to employ 

http://indiaeducationdiary.in/greenvironment-innovation-marketing-india-wins-grand-challenges-karnataka/
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a local expert to maintain plant properly. We have recognised these problems and developed real-time 

monitoring systems for any existing or new treatment plants. This system has been developed to give local 

operators a guideline that would allow them to arrive at an optimal strategy in the early stage of a process 

disturbance. The solution serves as a key information needed for efficient operation, and help to transfer 

knowledge from the experts at a remote control centre to local operators in real-time. 
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Greenvironment India wins Grand Challenges – Karnataka 

 

Chennai, 15 May, 2017: Greenvironment Innovation & Marketing India (P) Ltd., an IIT Madras incubated 

company, has recently won the ‘Grand Challenges – Karnataka’ for their product- Real Time Monitoring& 

Troubleshooting system for Water & Wastewater Management. 

 

The Real Time Monitoring [RTM] system is part of Operation & Maintenance of fresh & recycled water 

treatment plants through which the customers achieve assured ROI & life cycle support on their water 

utilities investments. RTM is an IoT based solution that communicates data in the form of efficiency 

metrics of water & wastewater treatment plants and gives alerts/insights to the plant manager to take 

timely action–or act before issue arises. 

 

Grand Challenges is a joint initiative by Karnataka State Biotechnology and Information Technology 

departments and IKP Knowledge Park under the newly launched Start-up Policy of the government, to 

scout for new technologies or innovations that can offer solutions to some of the longstanding issues 

pertaining to the state of Karnataka. From among 24 participants, Greenvironment was one of the 3 

companies selected to "build a Real Time Quality & Quantity Monitoring System for Water & Sewage 

Management in the city of Bengaluru". 

 

Starting from May 2017 the RTM system is being tested and proved in different sites of Sewage discharge 

and will continue for6 months. Greenvironment has received a grant-in-aid of Rs 10 lakh for the pilot 

study. The first RTM system has been installed for a 7 lakh litres/day capacity sewage treatment plant at 

Purva Riviera, Marathahalli, Bengaluru.  By July, the RTM systems will be installed at3 additional sites in 

Bengaluru city. 

 

Speaking about the innovation, Mr. Varun Sridharan, Director and Founder, Greenvironment Innovation 

& Marketing India (P) Ltd. said, “If we manage our sewage/effluent treatment plants efficiently and 

discharge the treated water, we will be able to see sufficient clean water in our water bodies throughout 

the year, Greenvironment’s smart technology capabilities can make people aware of the benefits and 

importance of recycling and reuse of wastewater”. 
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Big Idea- Playing Watch Guard 

 

It was the fateful night of December 2, 1984. An undetected leakage in a pesticide plant released the 

poisonous methyl isocyanate gas that claimed around 20,000 lives and left half a million marred for life. 

Newspapers across the globe called it the world’s worst industrial disaster then. Thirty years later the 

Bhopal Gas Tragedy continues to haunt the victims as they seek justice in the capital city of Madhya 

Pradesh in central India. Down south in the city of Chennai, three final year engineering students and their 

professor have developed an algorithm-based solution that could help prevent such a catastrophe in the 

future. 

 

Incubated in IIT Madras with a grant of  1 million, DeTect Technologies, was founded by Daniel Raj David, 

AS Harikrishnan, R Karthik and professor Krishnan Balasubramanian. Having earned accolades and prize 

money at several start-up competitions, the team officially launched their start-up in February 2016 with 

an initial investment of  2.5 million. David, CEO, of the company explains the goal they set out with, “We 

wanted to build a cutting-edge technology to monitor asset management systems and save lives lost due 

to avoidable leakages”. 

 

The start-up has developed a product called the Guided Ultrasonic Monitoring of Pipeline Systems 

(GuMPS). At the centre of it all is a sensor that has the ability to monitor long-range oil and gas pipelines 

and provide real-time data of a defect and also provide forecasts. The latter is where the innovation comes 

into play, as a pipeline crack is not a sudden occurrence but a gradual process. And DeTect’s sensor can 

identify sections of a pipeline that are prone to corrosion within a timeframe and thus alert the company 

and its client in order to avert a leak. The team’s major breakthrough lies in developing a sensor that can 

operate in temperatures ranging from -20°C to 350°C, as such are the mercury levels at which fluids pass 

through an oil or gas pipeline. DeTect’s second product is a manually controlled robot, Scope-I that can 

enter a pipeline and scan it thoroughly for a possible leak. 

 

Apart from averting an industrial disaster, the pipeline management system will end up saving crores for 

the oil and gas companies who end up having to shut down an entire pipeline during a leakage due to 

inability to detect the exact spot. Such is the potential benefit of GuMPS, that the start-up managed to 

sign up industry behemoth Reliance Industries as its first client. It is currently in talks with seven other 

leading players in the sector such as Tata Petrodyne, the Adani group, British Petroleum, etc. The cost of 

the product could vary from 100,000 to 1.5 million depending on the pipeline structure, temperature and 

extent of the certification. In addition to sensor installation costs, the start-up charges a 10% fee to 

provide the licensed software to a client. 
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The enterprise is confident that its pipeline management system has the ability to compete with peers 

outside India as well. “We want to take the products in the international market; USA, West Asia and 

Singapore are our prime targets,” David adds. With a clear roadmap in place, it might not be a surprise if 

DeTect Technologies ends up achieving its revenue estimate of 2.8-3 crore for the first of year of 

operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

  


