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Managerial
Team

From the Top;
First Column: Chirag, Vivek, Nikhil
Second Column: Gaurav Lodha,
Raghav, Aboo, GPK Prasanth
Third Column: Shanttam, Arvind,
Rajiv
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The clubs of CFI
form its backbone
and ground us in
the fundamentals...
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The Competition Teams
advance us forward...

The end products of CFI...

And our tireless backend teams...
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The year that's been..

Right from breaking old records to creating
new ones CFI has surpassed all its previous
milestones and shown throughout the year in
more instances of showcase than ever before
in the history, with 4 patents to its name.

Whether it’s been setting the Asia and India record for
the “Largest Number of Robots Cleaning a Floor” and
obtaining massive national media coverage, or
producing several national and international awardwinning projects, or even conducting one of the largest
and most successful CFI open houses in the history, we
at CFI have achieved tons to be proud of this year.

Topping this year with IIT-Madras conducting the 6th annual
international Inter-IIT-Tech Meet, where the CFI Core Team was
responsible for the planning, organisation, and execution of the event
right from sourcing socially and industrially relevant problem
statements up until obtaining exemplary judges and conducting the
first ever Engineer’s Conclave.
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Thanks to Director Prof. Bhaskar Ramamurthi, Dean of Students
Prof. MS Sivakumar and Dean IAR Prof. Nagarajan for their support.
Special thanks to our faculty advisors Prof. B Ravindran and
Prof. Boby George , the faculty advisors of all our clubs and
competition teams for their continuous and invaluable mentorship
and guidance all throughout the year.

CLUB

FACULTY ADVISOR

Nirmaan
3D Printing Club
Aero Club
Analytics Club
Auto Club
Astronomy and Physics Club
CVI Club
Elec Club
iBot Club
Team Sahaay
WebOps Club
Programming Club
Team Envisage
Social Entrepreneurship
Raftar
Team Abhiyaan
Team Anveshak & Team Amogh
Team Avishkar Hyperloop

Dr. Mahesh Panchangala
Dr. G. Saravana Kumar
Dr. Ranjith Mohan
Dr. Nirav Bhatt
Dr. S. Soundarapandian
Dr. Suresh Govindarajan
Dr. Kaushik Mitra
Dr.Deleep Nair
Dr. Asokan T
Dr. Anil Prabhakar
Dr. Jayalal Sarma
Dr, Rupesh Nasre
Dr. Prabhu Rajagopal
Dr. R. Nagarajan
Dr. A Ramesh
Dr. Sathyan
Dr. T Asokan
Dr.Boby George and Dr.Prabhu
Rajagopal

So here’s wrapping up the year with a noteworthy
summary, and to wishing the next team a greater round
of success and achievements.
Cheers!
Gaurav Lodha
CFI head 2017-2018
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Semester
Club Sessions

club session count: 2017-18
3D PRINTING
AERO
ANALYTICS
ASTRO/PHYSICS
AUTO
CVI
ELECTRONICS
iBOT
PROGRAMMING
WEBOPS
6

3
3
3
14
2
10
8
8
14
3

Artemis: RailRoad Crack Detection Bot
The Railroad Crack Detection Bot, fondly called Artemis, is an
innovatively designed modular robot that is actively trying to reduce
the number of derailments in the country. The robot uses various
sensors to detect the presence of cracks, analyses them and sends
instant GPS location updates via SMS. The major high point of the
design lies in the ' under-the-track design'. The robot moves
independently under the tracks and searches for cracks. The trains
can simultaneously and independently move on top of the tracks,
thus eliminating any present concerns of delay in train schedule due
to maintenance.

The project has been well recieved
at both national and international
platforms: National Runners up in
International James Dyson Award,
Silver medal at the Inter-IIT Tech
Meet 2018 and qualification in the
Smart India Hackathon 2018. With a
provisional patent approved for the
invention, this first of its kind design
will surely save precious lives.
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Record
Breaking Session
On 29th October 2017, students from the
Centre For Innovation set the Asia and
India Records for operating the "Largest
Number of Robots Cleaning an Area."
Representatives from the Asia Book of
Records and India Book of Records
adjudicated the event, which took place
between 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. at the Students
Activities Centre (SAC) in the campus.
As many as 270 students belonging to several
disciplines fabricated a total of 45 Robots at the CFI
Workshop. Each robot consisted of a high RPM motor
at its centre, with two rotating scrub pads that
directed the dust into the Central Suction Mechanism,
which was collected by a filter in the vacuum tunnel.
The robots were controlled over Bluetooth from an
App based on the Android platform.
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Record Breaking Session
The robots cleaned an area of 750 sq.ft. simultaneously for
more than Fifteen Minutes without stopping to set the
Record. No manual intervention was allowed inside the
cleaning area after the start of the exercise.
Electronics, Robotics, Automation, Wireless Communication,
3D Printing, Rapid Prototyping and Software Modelling along
with soft skills like Teamwork, Time Management, ProblemSolving, Communication and Leadership were taught to the
participants, largely freshmen, by the CFI Club Heads.

Another major aim of this
initiative was to sustain, spread
and strengthen the concept of
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, A
Clean India Initiative.
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CFI
Open House 2017
The CFI Open House is an annual
event conducted by CFI in which
various student-initiated projects are
displayed to alumni, faculty and
industrialists from various fields. The
students are provided with a
platform to network with experts
and facilitators in the field of
technology and entrepreneurship.

Months of hard work by various clubs and competition
teams of CFI finally paid off on the evening of 8th October
2017, the most important night for all of CFI's Projects, to a
crowd of over 2000.
The occasion was inaugurated by the Director, Professor
Bhaskar Ramamurthy, and graced by professors,
entrepreneurs, industrialists and media. Over 40+ student
projects were put on display, like the modular plane, cell
segmentation, EM sense, foldable houses, aquatic weed
remover, toilet sanitation, etc.
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CFI Open House 2017

This year, the Open House displayed the work of CFI's three
internationally acclaimed competition teams: Team Anveshak’s
Mars Rover, Team Abhiyaan’s Autonomous Vehicle and Team
Raftar’s Racecar. Some of the highlights of this year were exhibits
by the James Dyson Award winning Rail Road Fault Detection
Robot, the Carbon Zero Challenge finalists: Intelligent Lighting
System, as well as ICSR projects, and CFI mentored projects from
IIT Tirupati and IIT Palakkad under our mentorship program,
Vistaar.
The Open House 2017 witnessed an
overwhelming increase in the number of
visitors and media coverage, providing
great exposure across the country.
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Summer School
The Summer Schools have been an
integral part of CFI activities for the
last couple of years. Aimed at
providing an all-round exposure to
the participants, multiple clubs
organise these sessions, spread
across the summer.
The Aero Club’s 16-day Summer School focused on
the basics of aerodynamics, aircraft structures and
also provided the necessary expertise for the following
hands-on session to build and fly an UAV.
The 3D Printing club’s summer school started on 9 May,
where students learned how to scan real world objects,
perform 3D modeling using CAD software like
Tinkercad, SketchUp, Autodesk Fusion 360, and the
operation of a 3D printer. In the final session, students
designed and 3D printed their own custom Lego brick.

Within the duration of 11
sessions of the Summer School
of WebOps Club the students
were introduced to various
topics like Unity, Google VR,
MySQL, HTML, CSS, Angular JS,
Node JS, Mongo DB and CRUD.
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Summer School
The Astro & Physics Club held a 4-day summer school in the second
week of May, teaching Newton’s Laws of gravitation and on to cover
topics like the theory of relativity, electromagnetism, radiation, optics,
filters and their applications in astronomy.
The iBot Club’s summer school in the mid of July had targeted sessions
for both beginners and experts in the field, which covered the basics of
Linux for ROS, Fusion 360, Robot control systems and much more.
The Computer Vision and Intelligence Group Summer School was the
go-to place for all AI enthusiasts, where they covered the basics of
Computer Vision, Machine Learning and introduced the concept of
Neural Networks, followed by a hands-on session.
The Electronics Club held a 4-day
summer school which was aimed
at understanding the workings of
day to day modules like
Bluetooth and IOT. The first three
days were hands-on sessions, and
the final session of the summer
school was focused on
integrating the concepts learned
in the previous sessions. Students
made their own virtual joystick to
play a few racing games or FPS
games.
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Vistaar
Vistaar aims to foster the spirit of
engineering by coaching budding
entrepreneurs and spreading the
concept of CFI beyond IITM. To achieve
this, CFI offers technical support
complemented by the interaction
between the students of these
colleges and the CFI community at
IITM, to help them formulate a plan to
set-up their own Innovation Centres.
Currently, the initiative is laying the
foundations for similar CFIs at IIT
Palakkad and IIT Tirupati.
In addition to this, a total of 120 students from IIT
Tirupathi stayed on the campus for 2 days to witness
the CFI Open House. As a follow-up, 40 interested
students from both the institutions were invited to
work on club mentored projects in CFI over the
summer to experience first hand: the steps, values
and spirit needed to establish similar culture in their
institutes.
The 3D Printing Club ran a project on building a 3d printer, the Aero
Club built a powered ornithopter, the iBot Club devised a rapid pick
and place mechanism, CVG created a pedestrian detection system,
the Electronics Club project involved fault detection in electric cables
and the Auto Club designed an anti-theft lock.
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Alumni Reunion 2017
The 1992 batch Silver Jubilee Alumni Reunion occurred on
28th of December, 2017, where the batch pledged to raise $1.5
million to support the Centre For Innovation (CFI) and Nirmaan,
its pre-incubation cell.
The members of the 1992 batch said they decided to raise the
grant to foster inventiveness and entrepreneurship among
students of IIT-M.
CFI set up several dozen exhibition stalls at the IC&SR Building
during the reunion talks, receiving immensely positive
feedback for both the scope and the breadth of its projects.
Qualcomm senior director Ajit Rao, of the 1992 batch, said his
former classmates and he had observed a blooming
entrepreneurial spirit on the campus during a visit five years
ago. This spirit, he said, especially notable at the Centre for
Innovation, inspired them to support us.

The projects and competition teams of CFI recieved
several offers for individual or company sponsorship or
mentorship, and investment into Nirmaan by venture
capitalists.
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Visits
With every passing year, CFI has
witnessed an increase in the number of
people visiting it, be it students,
professors, scientists or researchers,
media bodies, alumni or other important
personalities. Following are the details of
some notable visits that took place this
academic year:
-Dr. Rahul Purandare, DDRO scientist
Dr. Senthil Vinayagam, Deputy director of National
Academy for Agriculture Research and Management
Dr. Ahmed Imran from New South Wales, Australia
Rohinton Mehta, from GoogleX
Mr. Anupam Vibhuti from New Delhi
Mr. Sathish, Seshan Rammohan and Nimisha Mehta,
alumni.
-Representives of Larson & Toubro
-Representatives from the University of Texas
-Representatives from JIPMER
-School students from Bengaluru
-MSSW representatives
-Rajiv Gandhi Development Program
-The Open Day had around 250 students from 11th and 12th class
visiting CFI.
-E-Cell's E-connect saw students from IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT
Hyderabad and other IITs visiting the centre.
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inventory additions
2017-2018
The CFI infrastructure had quite a few infrastructure additions this
year to supplement productivity, all the way to advance our
technological capabilities to make the workspace more comfortable
and user-friendly.
- We had a new smart entrance built, that offers entry only with
biometric access
- We installed 6 CCTV cameras with night vision capabilities
- We obtained a Workstation with powerful computational capabilities
for our competition teams to work on
- We obtained a new telescope for the Astronomy and Physics Club
- We had a PA system added to the inventory
- We had new projectors and screens added for more engaging
sessions
- Societe Generale Bank offered us several thin client CPUs and other
required computational accessories
- We obtained a high resolution DSLR Camera and Tripod for CFI’s
photography and videography purposes.
- We improved upon our first aid facilities to provide better treatment
for those injured
- We purchased several necessary infrastructure items like high power
pedestal fans, tables, chairs, high power LED lights etc.
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envisage
Team Envisage works on techno-entertainment
projects and presents them as a show and as an
exhibition. Six years since its inception, the
Envisage show remains India's first and only
student orchestrated techno-entertainment
show in the country.
Established as a club towards the end of 2016,
team Envisage successfully completed its first
year as a CFI club. The past year has been
significantly adventurous. A lot of new avenues
have been explored. The team has worked on
twelve projects in the past one year.

The year started off with the Virtual Instruments project
winning the team the Most Innovative Project award, in the
Apollo Innovation Week held by Apollo tyres, as part of
their centenary celebrations. Envisage had one of its older
projects
Envisage had one of its older projects Neon Dance performed
by first years, during the freshie night in the fall of 2017,
illustrating a fusion of technology and entertainment, in an
otherwise purely cultural event.
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ENVISAGE
Four of the team’s projects were exhibited in the Shaastra theme
launch that happened towards the end of September. A prototype
of the Laser Show project was used for the countdown of the
theme launch.
The team displayed six of its projects during the CFI open house on
8th October, 2017. Some of the projects were also presented for the
alumni reunion event which happened in December, last year.
The team also presented four of its projects at PVR Grand mall as a
publicity event on the new year's eve.
Envisage saw its biggest show yet in January, during Shaastra 2018.
The team worked on a total of 10 projects for two shows which
were organized back to back to accommodate the 5000+ audience
from all over the country and a four day exhibition of the Tech
Ambience projects, presented for the fifty thousand people who
attended the fest, to interact with.
Moreover, two of the projects were presented at the Engineers’
Conclave during the Inter IIT Tech Meet 2018, which happened at IIT
Madras this year, and secured points for the institute.
The team has gotten a provisional patent for its project, the 3D
Graphic printed Waterfall and has applied for a patent for Virtual
Instruments, in the past year.
The Envisage team regularly receives requests to
perform in technical fests of various colleges as
professional artists. There was a mini Envisage
performance at Kurukshetra, the tech fest of Anna
University, in February this year.
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Inter-IIT Tech
Meet 2018
The 6th Annual Inter-IIT Tech Meet was
held at IIT Madras this year on the 6th and
7th of January. The first officially
recognised Inter-IIT Tech Meet saw
participation from 16 IITs. The main motto
of this meet was to foster innovation,
generate impact and encourage
collaborations between IITs.

The meet was won by IIT Kharagpur, followed by the first runners
up IIT Roorkee, while IIT Madras finished third. Teams from IIT
Madras were placed second in problem statements such as
Optimal Bidding, Automated Toilet Cleaning Bot, Safety Device
for Fishing Vessels and Engineer’s Conclave.
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Inter-IIT Tech Meet 2018
Several fascinating Problem Statements formed the core of the
Tech Meet, which are outlined below:
Warehouse Inventory Check: The primary objective is to
develop a UAV which can fly indoors (with any onboard
or off-board computation and tracking system).
Automated Toilet Cleaning System: Build and demonstrate a fully
automated mobile robot that can clean a toilet. The robot should
be compact, user-friendly, cost-effective and should consume
minimum resources.
Optimal Biding: Considering a scenario of a gated community, who
wants to participate in the electricity bidding using 'Day Ahead
Market' (DAM), formulate and develop an algorithm to solve the
optimization problem with an objective to minimize the daily
electricity bill of the community as a whole.
Safety device for fishing vessels: The objective is to develop a
device that can forewarn host fishing vessels the presence of
larger vessels in the vicinity,
Orbital Simulator: Teams have to code and come
up with a simulator that would help deal with the
possibility of an agent X to impact human societies
on Mars.
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Inter-IIT Tech
Meet 2018
Exoplanet Detection: An ML-based
event where teams must come up
with an algorithm to classify Kepler
Objects of Interest (KOIs) as having
exoplanets/not having exoplanet
using light curve data from NASA's
Kepler probe.
Fiducial localisation in Medical Imaging: For any given
DICOM (MRI/CT scan) series data of the patient with
fiducials affixed, it is required to obtain autonomously the
number of fiducials and coordinates of the centre points
of the fiducials with respect to any coordinate reference.
Technologies for Soldier supportFor a soldier's improved combat effectiveness, other
elements such as sights and other aiming systems, night
vision devices, NBC protection body armour, weapons,
clothing, lightweight & flexible power packs are also to be
improved.

At the end of the meet, an Inter-IIT Tech Meet Constitution and a
Pre-Meet Pan-IIT technical secretary meeting were pledged. All the
solutions to the problems were compiled in a Tech Meet Big Book.
IIT Bombay was chosen to conduct the next Tech Meet. Overall, the
Meet gave a new outlook to the Inter-IIT tech culture and we hope
that this will grow in the years to come.
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Press Conference 2018
On 13th April 2018, a Press
Conference was held to create
awareness among the media
about the Centre for Innovation,
and it's major competition
teams: Team Raftar, Team
Anveshak, and Team Abhiyaan.
Addressing the Press Conference, Prof Bhaskar Ramamurthi,
Director, IIT Madras , said, “CFI has emerged as the model in the
country for fostering hands-on innovation among students. IIT
Madras students are found there in the hundreds throughout the
year, developing prototypes for international contests, and
precursors for products that can be spun off through startups.
The academic year 2017-18 too has been, like past years, very
productive for CFI.”
Speaking about CFI, Prof Sivakumar M. Srinivasan ,
Dean (Students), IIT Madras , said, “CFI has been a
unique place at IIT Madras that has provided for nuts
and bolts of imagination, experiential learning,
creativity and planning. It has inspired many
students into becoming innovators and inventors.
There is tremendous enthusiasm among the teams
participating in various competitions. This, I am sure,
has helped build muscles of confidence in them.”
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CFI
Collaboration
with JIPMER
CFI joined hands with the Jawaharlal
Institute of Postgraduate Medical
Education and Research (JIPMER), to
help come up with technological
solutions for various life threatening
situations in the medical sector. A group
of 18 students from CFI and 3 Professors
went on a one day tour to JIPMER and
interacted with a team of senior doctors.
Several Projects are being worked upon now by the CFI
Team, including Trolley Localization and Navigation,
Smart Crowd Management in Hospitals, AI for Head
Trauma CT scans, Autonomous TB Detection, Prediction
of Mortality, Light Cycling in ICU, and Oxygen Cylinder
Level Indicator.
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TechSoc 2017-18
TechSoc is the annual inter hostel rolling championship consisting
of a series of competitions held around the academic year based
on technology. The tough competition between the hostels as they
fight for tech glory only goes to show the institute’s technological
acumen and enthusiasm to innovate.
The TechSoc championship this year began with the Reverse
Coding event. Consisting of puzzles, algorithm challenges and a
coding event. This was followed by a collaboration with an external
data analytics company. The industry defined problem was posed
to the hostels to solve in the most ingenious way.

Techsocs’s flagship event, Manual Robotics, was held on 5th
November 2017. The theme of Luggage Logistics was innovatively
explored by the hostel teams. Jamuna Hostel clinched the first
place for being the most creative and efficient, while Tapti and
Cauvery Hostels came second and third respectively.
The Online programming contest was held
in the even semester consisting of problems
defined by the programming club to put the
aspiring coders through their paces. Godavari
Hostel placed first, followed by Narmada and
Ganga Hostels

25

Nirmaan
Nirmaan is a program structured for
students whose ideas have the potential
to be transformed into a start-up. The
program offers mentorship from faculty
and alumni as well as providing funding
to incubate these start-ups. Students can
take their first step into entrepreneurship
and experiment in the shield of a risk-free
environment, guidance, and resources.

The launch of the program this year garnered
considerable interest from the student
community, with over 12 teams signing up.

They have had two successful induction sessions, two
review sessions to handle funding requests, and
mentorship sessions where they connected a set of
teams to a personalized mentor depending on their idea.
The Nirmaan Teams during the year 2017-18 were: WASS, Avriti,
Filmloop, Tan 90, Self Hand, Engine Sim, PostInc, Decanter, Quantin,
Modular UAV, Dynamove, SDG Society, Melvano, Involve, Digital Flora,
Lovtics, i-Sens, Electric Bevel Gear Bicycle, Infillion, Modulus Housing,
Smart Secure, Rang, Theeta, and Ippi.
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Team Raftar
Team Raftar competed in the 2017 edition of Formula Bharat
which had a total of 70 participating teams taking the track in
Coimbatore. The team performed well in the static events
qualifying for the design finals, while bagging third in the business
plan. Having qualified the mandatory tests the team participated
in the dynamic events securing 1st in skid pad, fuel efficiency and
the marquee 22km fuel efficiency endurance run. Based on these
events Raftar scored 738 points to finish the competition at 2nd
place in the overall standings out of 55 teams, 9 points behind the
first team.
Team Raftar competed against 51 leading European and
international combustion teams at Formula SAE Italy 2017
organized at Riccardo Palleti circuit from the 19th to the 23rd of
July. Raftar achieved the distinction of being the first ever Formula
Student combustion team from India to complete an Endurance
event in an international competition. The team placed 15th
overall and placed first in the Fuel Efficiency category.
Team Raftar was placed Third Overall among 71
teams from all over India at Formula Bharat 2018.
The team's latest challenger, RFR 18 was also the
lightest aero packaged car in the competition with
a weight of just 178 Kgs. It is also the only Indian
team to successfully register for Formula Student
Germany, which will be held in August 2018 at
Hockenheim.
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Team Anveshak
Team Anveshak is a young team of about
30 dedicated students driven by the
common objective to represent our
institute at the annual University Rover
Challenge. As a part of the challenge, the
rover is expected to perform several tasks
which include traversing over an uneven
terrain autonomously, performing soil
analysis and servicing equipment, in an
environment similar to that of Mars.
The team cleared the preliminary round (Critical Design
Report) at their very first attempt and went on to be
placed 29th out of 36 teams after a close run points-wise
at the main event held in Utah, USA. Having already won
a sponsorship of $1000 from Protocase Inc, the team are
looking to increase sponsorship and to give a real push
for URC 2018, for which they have already qualified.
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Team Abhiyaan
Three years after it's inception, Team Abhiyaan ventured into its first
Intelligent Ground Vehicle Competition (IGVC) held at Oakland
University, USA, this June. IGVC is an annual international robotics
competition that requires the teams to build an autonomous
unmanned vehicle capable of negotiating an outdoor obstacle course
under a prescribed amount of time. The team used AI algorithms to
implement optimal path planning and control, and designed a
robust algorithm for lane detection.
One of the two teams to qualify from India, Team Abhiyaan finished
the Design challenge and the Qualifying Challenge to be eligible to
partake in the AutoNav (Autonomous Navigation) challenge. They
were the 13th team to qualify. They have also qualified for the zonal
round of the DRDO Robotics and Unmanned System Exposition.
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Team
Avishkar Hyperloop
Team Avishkar Hyperloop, formed in
September 2017, participated in the
SpaceX Hyperloop Pod Competition 2018
and was one of the 47 teams out of nearly
1500 across the globe, and one of two
teams from India, to have successfully
cleared the Preliminary Design round and
qualified for the Final Design round.

Team Adhira
Team Adhira was placed Fifth Overall among nineteen
teams from all over India in the first season of the
Formula Bharat Electrical Vehicle Design Challenge,
organized at Kari Motor Speedway, Coimbatore.

Team Amogh
Team Amogh created an unmanned
underwater autonomous submarine,
and were shortlisted for the DRDO
Robotics and Unmanned System
Exposition.
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Carbon Zero Challenge
The Carbon Zero Challenge, presented jointly by the US
Consulate, IIT Madras and Virtusa Polaris, is a contest that seeks
carbon neutral and grid-free alternative systems in the energy
plagued sectors of Urban Housing, Transportation Systems,
Industries, Water and Waste Management Systems and
Agriculture which are economically viable, socially acceptable,
environmentally friendly and easily replicable.
A team of 5 CFI students from IIT Madras were selected as one
among the top five in the Urban Development Challenge. The
main aim of their project was to reduce the energy consumed by
streetlights, for which they developed an intelligent street lighting
system. Known as iLighting systems, this project from the
Electronics Club emerged as the Technical Excellence Award
winners for the Carbon Zero Challenge!
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Achievements
ICPC 2018: ACM International Collegiate
Programming Contest is an annual multitiered programming competition among
the universities of world. In the Gwalior
region, team Supercalifragilistic from CFI
secured the 2nd position amongst 98
teams. This guarantees a spot for IIT-M at
the World Finals to be held in Beijing.
Winner, Hack2Innovate: Team from CVI, CFI
won the Chennai edition by presenting a Deep Learning
approach to hand gesture recognition. Hack2innovate is a
Computer vision and Deep Learning hackathon presented
by NVIDIA, Samsung and Microsoft, in association with NITI
Aayog held across seven cities in India.
Team Firmator and InDhan were shortlisted for India
Innovation Challenge Design Contest (IICDC) 2017 by Texas
Instruments India, NSRCEL IIM Bangalore, and the
Department of Science & Technology
The Lockheed Martin C-130 Team was awarded the Best Student
Innovator of The Year by the Auto Tech Review panel at the
Indian Automotive Techology and Innovation Awards 2017.
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Achievements
The Foldable Houses team participated in a Business Model competition
conducted by VENTURA–NIT Trichy and were declared the national
winner, winning a cash prize of Rs.75,000 , FS6 alpha card (worth one
million USD), legal representation from YSS legal, services worth 40$
from digital ocean, free platform developer package from Balsamiq, free
backend services from Hasura and video promotion from Justvideos. The
team was adjudged the National Winner for their CFI project entitled
‘Foldable Houses’ in the 2nd National Social Enterprise Idea Challenge
conducted by Azim Premji University, Bangalore. The team also won the
Tech and Innovation Fair challenge in Shaastra 2018.
Design Impact Awards by Titan and Tata Innovation Cell: Foldable
houses, Electrolarynx and the Automatic Waste Segregation project
were shortlisted for the quarter finals.
The Electrolarynx was shortlisted for the finals of Dr. Pradeep P
Thevannoor Innovation Awards 2017
Involve is in the top 16 teams to be selected across 47 teams and
97 delegates globally for the Young Social Entrepreneurs
Fellowship Program by the Singapore International Foundation,
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Achievements
A five-member delegation from CFI
represented IIT Madras at the INAE Youth
Conclave organized by the Indian National
Academy of Engineering.
Several teams from CFI qualified for the
second round of the Smart India Hackathon
2018 Hardware Category: Advance
Electrolarynx, Automatic Waste Segregator,
Safety Systems for Small Vessels, Modular
Plane, and the Artemis Railbot.
A team from the CVI group qualified in the Software Category
At the recently concluded
DEFEXPO 2018, CFI members
bagged the 5th and 6th places,
where they proposed their
solutions to the honorable
Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitaraman to implement and
solve defence problems.
The Hybrid Bevel Bikes team won the National Clean Air
Crowdsourcing Competition organised by CCAPC, IIT Delhi and the
University of California Berkley.
Inter IIT Tech Meet 2017: Teams from CFI bagged the 2nd place in the
Dashboard event, and the 3rd and 4th place in the Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle Design Challenge.
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felicitation
ceremony
CFI felicitation ceremony began with
a speech by Raghav S Vaidyanathan,
the new Student Executive Head for
2018-19. This ceremony officially
marks the beginning of his tenure.

It was attended by all the enthusiastic junta of the
institute, where a lot of them were awarded with
prizes and certificates for their participation in
various tech related events conducted through out
the year, including the first ever inter-IIT tech meet.

Tapti won the tech-soc this year followed by Godavari and
Ganga in second and third places respectively.
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